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Since 1981, he holds a pogtion of Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at
the Universty of Vadencia He formerly was an Assgant Professor (1973-1975) and an
Asociate Professor of Biochemistry (1975-1981) at the Complutense University of Madrid,
where he obtained his Ph. D. degree in Chemistry on 1971. He was the first Director of the
Depatment of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology of the Universty of Vaencia, Director
of the Chemidry Ingtitute of the IVElI (a Research Inditution from the locd Government of
Vdencia) and amember of the Spanish University Council.

After working on the metabolism of herbicides in mammds, he went to U. K. for a
postdoctoral stay a the Chester Bestty Research Ingtitute, from the Royad Cancer Hospital
(London), where he specidized in chromosoma proteins under the supervison of Dr Erngt
W. Johns. On his returning to Madrid, he continued working on the Structure-function
relationships in chromatin. Prof. Franco ill works on this line of research, especidly in the
fidd of podtrandatiiond modifications of histones. Since 1979, he has led severd research
groups, developing different projects within that area. He has aso worked in collaborative
projects with two pharmaceutical companies. Prof. Franco has been the supervisor of 18 Ph.
D. thesis.

He has been the author or co-author of 2 books, 3 monographs, 3 review articles and more
than 100 origina research papers, most of them on chromatin structure and/or function. He
has written as well severa articles on Bioethics.

Prof. Franco was Chairman to the Workshop “Histone acetylation” (17th Internationa
Congress of Genetics, Birmingham, UK., 1993) and he presided a the Organizing
Committee of the 24th Congress of the Spanish Society for Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology (Vdencia, 2001). He has adso paticipaed in the organizing andlor scientific
committees of severd meetings. He has been invited to lecture in many Universties and
research inditutes in Spain and abroad.

He is a member of the Spanish Royd Academy of Sciences, of the Spanish Royd Society
for Chemigry, of the Spanish Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and a member
of the Board of the Vaencia Society for Bioethics. He currently evauates research projects
for NATO, ANEP (Spain), TWAS (Third World Academy of Sciences), FWF (Austrian
Science Foundation) and has reviewed manuscripts for many internationd journals.



